
Masterpiece

Jean-Antoine Watteau

The Pleasures of Summer 
(Plaisirs de l'été)

Jean-Antoine Watteau is well-known as the painter of 
the famous  "Embarkation for Cythera" (Pèlerinage à 
l'île de Cythère). Watteau submitted this work to the 
Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture as his first 
piece in 1717. This painting is now in the Louvre in 
Paris. 
The "Pleasures of Summer" which is on display at THE 
YAMAZAKI MAZAK MUSEUM OF ART was painted around 1715 before Watteau became well known. It portrays an artistic scene that 
takes place in the summer. In the center beyond the forest in the light there are three farmers gathering wheat which indicates the scene 
is in early summer. Five persons are sitting in the forest wearing colorful dress from the theater, two couples and a man lying on the 
ground. The woman in the couple in the center wearing a pink dress has a folding fan in her hand is declining the advances of the man 
sitting next to her. At the same time, the couple on the right in the dark looks very content while singing together. On the left, there is a 
fountain with Cupid and dolphin motifs. The style of the Cupid is meant as a symbol of restless love. Since this masterpiece is from early 
in Watteau's career, it plays a significant role  in understanding the direction of his following work, especially when considering the huge 
impact he had on French art in the eighteenth century.

Jean-Antoine Watteau <The Pleasures of Summer (Plaisirs de l'été)>
23.8×33.6cm (9.37" ×13.2") c.1712-17

Teruyuki Yamazaki, chairman of Yamazaki Mazak Corporation, 

passed away on September 15th at the age of 82,

We appreciate your many kindnesses extended to him 

throughout his life.

Inuyama Matsuri
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Yamazaki Mazak is a global company for both marketing and locations of production facilities. 

Beginning with this issue, we will introduce some of the history and culture of the countries where our 

production plants are located.  The first of the series is Japan, the location of the company headquarters.
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Inuyama Matsuri

Matsuri is the Japanese word for festival. There are 
many different types of  Matsuris in Japan 
depending on the region and season. Matsuri was 
originally a ritual meant to console the spirits and 
now has become an event to preserve customs and 
traditions.
The Inuyama Matsuri is held every year near the 
town of Oguchi where Mazak headquarters is 
located. This festival is well known for the "Karakuri 
dolls",  mechanized puppets, performing on parade 
floats, "Dashi", made during the Edo period 
(1603-1868). The sight of 13 lavishly decorated 
"Dashi" standing near Inuyama castle is spectacular.
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Every spring more than 2000 cherry 
trees bloom along the Gojo River 
The first Mazak factory was located in downtown Nagoya in Aichi Prefecture. 

In 1961, the factory was relocated to the town of Oguchi, a suburb of Nagoya, 

to have space available for future expansion. The company headquarters' 

operations were moved there in 1965.   

Oguchi is a 30-minute drive north of Nagoya and is known for its colorful 

changes of the seasons.  Each spring during the very short time cherry trees 

are in blossom, parties ("hanami") are held under the trees both day and night 

throughout Japan. With the goal of being a place for people to communicate 

through "hanami", in 1953 the city of Oguchi planted large cherry trees on both 

sides of the Gojo River, which flows through the center of the town, for a length 

of 7.2 km (4.5 miles). Today, these cherry trees are the symbol of the city of 

Oguchi. Every April, the Gojo River basin has a pink cover of flower petals that 

have fallen from the cherry trees and is crowded with many visitors to enjoy the 

"hanami" from morning until late in the evening.




